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Dr. Karen Keifer-Boyd’s Upstander Story

I remember a group of misbehaving, bullying boys in second grade. 

One day, the teacher sent them to the “time-out” table, where they were 
supposed to sit quietly, but they continued their disruptive behavior.

She then sent me to the same table and placed art supplies on the table.

I could see thI could see that the boys craved attention and got attention by bullying 
and being bad. 

So, I decided to give them lots of attention! I showed them how to use 
the art materials on the table to decorate plastic bottles to look like 
animals. They loved doing this––and forgot about causing trouble! 

When the teacher came to check on us, she was thrilled to see us all 
quietquietly making art together. She praised us, and the boys beamed with 
pride. Because they were recognized and appreciated, they no longer felt 
the need to seek attention by being bad. We became good friends that 
year and made a lot of art together. 

This was the beginning of my life’s work as Upstander and art teacher.

Dr. Karen Keifer-Boyd is Chair of the Curricular Team of Scholars (C-Team) at Have Art: Will Travel!  At Penn State University 
in Pennsylvania, she is Professor of Art Education and Women’s, Gender, & Sexuality Studies. She is also Art Education 
Graduate OGraduate Officer of Penn State’s School of Visual Arts.

Note: The C-Team is available to help teachers incorporate this comic book into their class learning experience. Please contact 
HAWT@HaveArtWillTravel.org
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(Fordham University, Class of 2021)

(Columbia University, Class of 2023)

(Trinity College, Class of 2021)
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BE AN UPSTANDER!

BE CONFIDENT!

BE YOURSELF!

BE BRAVE!

BEA BRAVE!
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